Ski or snowshoe to a magnificent view of the Sneffels Range
by Dave Cooper

The skyline seen driving south from Montrose on US550 has always been one of my favorites. Southeast
are the peaks surrounding the Cimarron drainages – Courthouse, Precipice, Coxcomb and Wetterhorn,
while more directly south is the impressive ridgeline of the Mount Sneffels Wilderness. This week we head
up a trail which takes us to the northern flanks of the Sneffels Range, for a closeup look at Mount Sneffels
and its equally rugged neighbors.

The stunning views of the Sneffels Range seen on this week's outing

Hike Description
Begin skiing or snowshoeing up the road
from the south end of the parking area.
The road trends
east as it gently
gains altitude, then
after 0.9 miles
enters an open
meadow. Nice
views of Mount
Sneffels greet you
as you start to
climb south up the
east (left) side of
the meadow.

Getting to the Trailhead: Drive to the intersection of US Highway 550 and
State Highway 62 (a.k.a. Sherman Street) in Ridgeway. Turn west onto
Sherman Street and drive carefully through town for 0.9 miles. Turn south
(left) onto S. Amelia Street and drive for just under 0.3 miles to the
intersection with County Road 5. Turn right onto County Road 5 and drive a
further 5.2 miles to an open gate. After passing the gate stay right and park in
the parking area immediately beyond. (Waypoint PARKING).

Hike Statistics: A total elevation gain of 1000 feet in 7.5 miles round trip.
Difficulty: Easy skiing on a roadbed.
USGS Quads: Mount Sneffels, CO

Entering the meadow after 0.9 miles

Skiing south up the meadow

At the top of the meadow is a locked
gate. Take a moment here to enjoy the
views - they just keep getting better!
The road turns southeast (left) at the
gate, paralleling a fence and soon drops
gently into a minor drainage at a point
labeled Kelly Camp on the map.
Turn southeast at this gate

Continue on to the Forest Service Boundary, a total of just over 3 miles from the parking area. From here
the road climbs gently, then makes a short fast descent to the boundary marker, a few twists and turns along
the way.
From the Forest Service boundary the road turns south and climbs more steeply, reaching a trail junction
0.4 miles beyond the boundary. The trail, signed as the Dallas Trail #200, takes off sharply to your right
and looks inviting for a little further exploration on a future outing.
Fifty yards beyond the Dallas Trail intersection is a road intersection. The right fork climbs steeply,
reaching a locked and posted gate after another 0.4 miles. The left fork, the continuation of Forest Service
Road 852, keeps going. I’ll end this Trail Mix here and leave you to decide when to turn around.

TOPO! GPS Data Format DegMinSec NAD83 ElevFeet
PARKING: 38,5,21N / 107,47,7W, 8760 feet
ENTER MEADOW: 38,5,10N / 107,46,20W, 9072 feet
FOREST SERVICE BOUNDARY: 38,3,46N / 107,45,15W, 9216 feet
DALLAS TRAIL: 38,3,27N / 107,45,9W, 9475 feet
ROAD JUNCTION: 38,3,26N / 107,45,6W, 9468 feet
GATE: 38,3,8N / 107,45,2W, 9659 feet

