
Getting to the Trailhead: From the summit of Berthoud Pass drive north for 

10.6 miles to the entrance to the Winter Park Ski Resort. Directly opposite the 

ski area turn right into a remote parking area for the ski area, prominently 

signed as the Bonfil-Stanton Foundation Outdoor Center. During the summer 

months this area offers wheelchair access to a series of trails. Do not proceed 

into the main parking area but rather look immediately for a trailhead sign on 

the right indicating the beginning of the trail system. There is limited parking  

available here. 

Hike Statistics: Trailhead to the end of the road at10,033 feet: 800 feet of 

elevation gain in 2.4 miles one way.  

To the clearing at 10,250 feet:1020 feet of elevation gain in 2.9 miles one way.  

To the end of the tour at 10,630 feet: 1400 feet of elevation gain in 3.5 miles 

one way. 

 

Difficulty: An easy/moderate ski tour on a narrow road with options for 

advanced skiers to extend the tour. 

 

USGS Quad:. Empire, CO 

Jim Creek - Ski / Snowshoe tour 

by Dave Cooper 

 

Great snow and good views makes this tour a favorite 

 

This week’s tour takes us into the  
valley on the lesser known side of 

James Peak. The tour offers a pleasant 

trip along an old road with good views 

of the surrounding peaks, and can be 

extended to provide great powder 

skiing through the trees. The run back 

down the valley provides a fun, quick 

descent. 

 

The first 2.4 miles, while offering a 

challenge for novice skiers on the way 

down, makes a great place to stretch 

yourself, hopefully not literally. 

 
In stable spring conditions the chutes on 

the flanks of James Peak offer expert 

skiers some challenging skiing. 

 
 



The road along Jim Creek provides easy skiing in a classic winter setting 
 

Hike Description 

From the parking area take the boardwalk as it heads southeast across the wetlands area. In approximately 

100 yards you will reach a road. Turn left (east) and follow the road as it passes the campground area. In a 

quarter of a mile you will reach a large, elevated water diversion pipe. Continue east under the pipe, a part 

of the Frasier River Diversion Canal.  

 

At 0.7 miles there is a road junction near a water diversion structure. The Jim Creek Trail starts here. Look 

for the trail sign along with the sign indicating that you are entering the James Peak Protection Area. From 

this point no motorized vehicles are allowed. 

 
The trail follows the old jeep road as it climbs gradually along the south side of Jim Creek before ending at 

a steep hill after 2.4 miles. Novice and possibly intermediate skiers may choose to turn around here and 

enjoy a fast run back down. More advanced skiers can continue for another half mile along what can only 

be called a “scrappy” trail. The quality of this section of the trail is dependent on the route-finding skills of 

previous parties, and varies between moderate skiing through tight trees to a full-blown bushwhack. The 

route usually crosses  to the north side of the creek after approximately 2.6 miles. (Be careful not to fall 

through one of the open spots in the creek). 

 

Traditionally the tour ends at a clearing on the north side of the creek after 2.9 miles, a good spot for lunch. 

Powder hounds will want to continue on through a series of clearings as Jim Creek curves around to the 

south. The terrain gradually becomes steeper and hints at the good glade skiing to come.  It is best not to 

venture beyond treeline until springtime, when more stable snow can make the chutes on the south face of 

James Peak a good challenge for expert skiers. 

 

This tour ends then at around 3.5 miles, not at a defined location but when the lure of powder skiing down 

through the glades becomes too strong. Follow your track generally back down. 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GPS Latitude / Longitude NAD83 (Deg., Min., Sec.) 

TRAILHEAD: 39,52,55N / 105,45,17W, 9232 feet  

JOIN ROAD: 39,52,53N / 105,45,14W, 9252 feet 

WATER DIVERSION PIPELINE: 39,52,52N / 105,45,3W, 9281 feet 

JIM CREEK TRAIL: 39,52,50N / 105,44,30W, 9403 feet 

STEEP HILL: 39,52,15N / 105,42,55W, 10033 feet 

CROSS STREAM: 39,52,5N / 105,42,50W, 10118 feet 

ENTER CLEARING: 39,51,53N / 105,42,35W, 10246 feet 

 

 



 
 


