Baldy Bowl – Backcountry Ski Tour
by Dave Cooper

From the stats. you may think that
this is a very easy day, yet your legs
are likely to be worn out by the end
of it if you take advantage of the
often excellent telemark skiing
available here, high on the slopes of
Bald Mountain, overlooking
Breckenridge.
The area is criss-crossed by countless
logging roads, many not shown on
the map. These offer endless
opportunities for snowshoeing and
trail skiing for those not interested in
re-shaping the open slopes with
sitzmarks and face plants! However,
for advanced and beginning
telemarkers alike, you can find terrain
suited to your skill level.

Getting to the Trailhead: From I-70, take Exit 203 (East Frisco Exit) and
head south on SH9 to Breckenridge. At the southern end of Breckenridge, look
for the Boreas Pass Road. This is at the southernmost traffic light in town.
Turn east on the Boreas Pass Road and follow it uphill for 3.3 miles until you
reach an intersection immediately past a bridge over Illinois Gulch. Turn left
on CR528 and drive 0.7 miles to a small parking area on the left side of the
road at a sharp right-hand bend. This serves as parking for homeowners, so
please be considerate and don’t block other vehicles in. A parking area is often
plowed out 50 feet before the bend, so consider using this area instead.
Hike Statistics: Gain 540 feet in 0.9 miles one way on an intermediate ski /
easy snowshoe trail. This puts you at the start of the bowl. Above this, the
terrain ranges from intermediate to advanced backcountry skiing.
USGS Quads: Boreas Pass, CO

Before venturing into potential avalanche terrain, make sure you have the skills
to correctly assess avalanche potential. Know how to dig pits for shear tests
and remember that conditions can change in a short distance, so test conditions
regularly. Only by taking an avalanche awareness class can you develop these
skills. Always carry a beacon and shovel and practice regularly to hone your
skills. This obviously implies that you don’t ski alone in these areas.

A word of caution. While the lower
slopes of the bowl are generally at a
sufficiently low angle such that
Know the history of the snowpack in the area you’re heading into. The best
avalanches are usually not a concern,
source of information is the Colorado Avalanche Information Center (CAIC)
the upper slopes can have significant
website - http://geosurvey.state.co.us/avalanche/.
avalanche potential and should only
be skied by the experienced, people
with avalanche awareness training, the right equipment and the skills to use it. Remember too that
avalanches can be triggered from well below a steep face.
Hike Description
While there are a number of ways to approach “Baldy Bowl”, the route described here is the most direct
and generally avoids trails used by snowmobiles.
From the parking area (Waypoint TH) go past the gate into a small meadow. Cross this meadow, heading
for the buildings on the other side. The road actually heads between the two main structures before making
a sharp left turn and climbing up the hill into the trees. Follow this road as it switchbacks back towards the
east. After 0.4 miles reach a T-Junction (Waypoint T-JUNCTION - a sign indicates that no motorized
vehicles are allowed on the road you just came up). Turn left and follow the roadbed for approximately 70
yards to a Y-Junction (Waypoint Y-JUNCTION). Take the right fork here and go uphill on this trail for less
than one tenth of a mile to another trail intersection (Waypoint RE-JOIN ROAD). Turn left and ski 30 feet
before turning right at yet another intersection (Waypoint JUNCTION). Follow this road, shortly reaching
overhead powerlines where the road turns left under the powerlines (Waypoint POWERLINES), then
curves away from these lines, continuing uphill to a point where you get your first good view of the bowl
(Waypoint START OF BOWL).

First view of Baldy Bowl

You can head up directly into the
bowl or stay on the road as it heads
to the Iowa Mill, recently reopened, but only operational in the
summer months.

The Iowa Mill

From here you’re on your own!
Continue to follow the roadbed as it
switchbacks up the open slopes. The
lower slopes are great for practicing
your tele. turns, while the higher slopes
offer steeper terrain for the advanced
skier.
To reach the higher slopes you probably
want to skin up. Also consider heading
up towards the treed area to the left of
the open area, eventually reaching a
ridgepoint before heading down. These
trees offer exciting glade skiing for the advanced skier.
The bowl appears to have been clearcut sometime in the past, so watch out for tree stumps and have fun,
yo-yoing the slopes until your legs give out.

First turns of the season

GPS Latitude / Longitude NAD83 (Deg., Min., Sec.)
TH: 39,27,43N / 106,0,14W, 10712 feet
T-JUNCTION: 39,27,45/ 105,59,51W, 10938 feet
Y-JUNCTION: 39,27,47N / 105,59,52W, 10965 feet
RE-JOIN ROAD: 39,27,51N / 105,59,53W, 11001 feet
JUNCTION: 39,27,52N / 105,59,53W, 11004 feet
POWERLINES: 39,27,46N / 105,59,40W, 11155 feet
START OF BOWL: 39,27,50N / 105,59,35W, 11211 feet

Map detail

