Loveland Mountain (13,692 feetjn Winter
by Dave Cooper

Mounts Buckskin and Democrat, seen from the summit of Loveland Mourxsinall.jpg



As calendar winter drew to a close, |
felt the urge to head up to the high
country and bag a summ8kiing up
towards Kite Lake a few days earlier
the long ridge of Loveland Mountain
had caught my eye. One of the few
peaks in the are
climbed in winter, it appeared to offe
a safe route to the summitot always
a certainty this season, with the
unusually unforgiving snowpack.

Loveland Mountain is one of those

Getting to the Trailhead: Drive on Highway 9 to the town of Alma, 5.3 mile
north of Fairplay. In the center of town, turn west onto County Road 8, sig
to Kite Lake. This junction is almost directly opposite the South Park Salo

Drive on County Road 8 as far as it hasrbplwed, usually a little before the
Paris Mill, a distance of 2.5 miles from Alma. A fewheel drive vehicle is

peaks that thousands of people walk]
or drive past each summer without
giving it a secon
appear on any |is
peak, and is surrounded by
fourteeners antigh thirteenersstill,
youbl | kmowntain whend s
youdre climbing

| 8d noticed that
the slopes of the normal route,
making this also a good

Statistics: From the winter road closuy®u will gain 2700 feet in3.2 miles

PrewAYb ught . It doesnot

ts, is an Aunranked?o ;
Difficulty: Aneasysnow climb to grassy slopes and talus, but with many o

the challenges a winter peak offers.

a
fsear: Snow shoes and an ice ax, in addition to the usual wgetar

P3Gs Qupd:Algas COGIMax. £Q o ur e d

winter route. Even so,
with the winter road
closure back at the Paris
Mi | | moreiwbrk a this
time of year, but still quite
a reasonable day.
Sometimes the lower
peaks (Loveland Mountain
is fionlyo 13
offer more impressive
views than those seen
from the summits of
higher neighbors, and |

7 : e B = o a1
Winter mountaineeringisoftemanexercise-mprobtenrsotving—Traitsare s

covered by snow, but t h afterfheta doodway tes
go in the winte. The trick is to find a safe route that minimizes the amount of
Aitrenchingo, the term a friend use

through deep powder snawm the approactsince summer trailheads are usual
inaccessible by vehicle, we normatipend a considerable amount of time befc
a climb poring over topographic maps, determining the best approach to a v
rout e. Ridges are usually the safe
,2gCgss the riggg.tR))utefinding onsnowisacomple opi ¢ and s
lightly. Obtain expert instruction on how to read terrain, assess snow stabilit
acquire the other essential skills necessary to be safe in the winter.

Check on current snow conditionstdip://avalanche.state.co.uslex.php

certainly think thatdds true

in this case.

Route Description

From the winter parking area, start hikimgrthwest along County Road 8. Pass the road to Windy Ridge at
mile 0.3 and continue to the Sweet Home Miaenine that has produced some of the highest quality
rhodochrositerystds) at mile 1.5. It is necessary to continue a little beyond the mine to avoid private

property. Note the Forest S

ervice Boundary at mile 1.7. Past the boundary you can choose where to cross

Buckskin Creek and start the clinmizhose a spot a little furéh along at mile 1.9, just by the informational

Awagonwheel 0
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The route heads up through the trees to the wiscbured slopes abosamall.jpg

There6s no way to avoid a bit of unpl ethenldeadtup wal | owi n
through the sparsely tramvered slopes to the wirstoured grassy slopes above, choosing a line to avoid

any avalancheerrain Work your way generally west, eventually aiming for the gentle east ridge

descending off Loveland. Follow this ridge to thiensnit and enjoy the views.

Sculpted snow on the flanks of Loveland Mountain. Mt. Democrat can be seen at upper right of platall.jpg



I f youbre so inclined, the ridge over to Mount Bucksl
scrambleUnl e s s y o udr eescent roge off Buckakingitayfbe better to retrace your steps to
Lovelandand therdescendhe same way you ascended
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