French Pass ski/snowshoe Tour
by Dave Cooper
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At the head of French Gulch is a high
pass known as French Pass. This pass
connects Mount Guyot and Bald
Mountain, and makes a natural
destination for a ski tour up the gulch.
On a recent visit I found that the last
half mile up to the pass had been
scoured by the high winds we’ve had
recently, and would have required
leaving the skis behind to hike up the
last few hundred yards. I decided to
forgo that pleasure in favor of the
bottomless powder snow waiting below
treeline.

Getting to the Trailhead:
To reach the French Gulch Trailhead, from Highway 9 at the north end of
Breckenridge, take Highway 450 east for 0.4 miles to the intersection with
Reiling Road. Turn right on Reiling Road and reach a T-junction at mile 1.1.
Turn left on French Gulch Road and continue to a large, signed parking area
on the right, a total of 3.9 miles from Highway 9.

Hike Statistics: The route described gains a total of 1311 feet in 3.7 miles one
way and reaches an elevation of 11,600 feet. Hiking to French Pass adds 0.5
mile and 450 feet of elevation.
Difficulty: An easy ski/snowshoe tour along a road, followed by a steeper
section that will require some routefinding if not tracked. The first 2.5 miles
are good for novice skiers. The upper trail offers some good glade skiing for
intermediate skiers. The trail crosses some avalanche terrain which should be
avoided when the avalanche danger is high. Remember to check conditions
before any backcountry trip, at http://avalanche.state.co.us/index.php.

Whether you go all the way to the pass
or stop at an elevation of 11,600 feet as
I did, you will be treated to outstanding
views of the surrounding peaks and
some fine skiing in the upper reaches of
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the drainage. The lower section of
French Gulch is on a road closed to
snowmobiles and is great for novice skiers, while the upper reaches require intermediate skills and
conditioning.

Hike Description
From the parking area, ski east up the gentle roadbed, reaching a gate closure at mile 0.8. Some home
construction traffic may drive through the gate, but the area beyond is designated for non-motorized
recreation.

Pass several homes as you continue, the road
gradually curving to the south. The prominent peak
ahead is Mount Guyot, and at mile 1.3 you’ll pass
the turnoff to Little French Gulch on your left,
which provides access to one of the hiking routes
on Guyot.
Soon you’ll come to the end of the road and the
trail becomes a single track. At mile 2.5 you enter
an open meadow, with a potential avalanche slide
path on your left. Take the usual precautions as you
cross this area. The trail swings out to the center of
the meadow before re-entering trees at mile 2.8.
From here you may be doing some routefinding
unless there is an existing ski track. Generally,
make your way up streambeds and through forest,
keeping a southerly bearing. At mile 3.5 you reach
treeline and follow a shallow gully on windblown
snow slopes to a flat area below the pass at mile
3.7. This is where the snow ended on my trip, and
made a good lunch spot, with nice views of Bald
Mountain to your right. The pass is half a mile
further if that’s your destination.
The ski back along your tracks is fun and fast at
first, then mellows to a gentle glide back to your
vehicle.
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GPS Latitude / Longitude NAD83 (Deg., Min., Sec.)
Trailhead,39,29,11,-105,58,51,10318 feet
Gate,39,29,0,-105,58,2,10469 feet
Trail Junction,39,28,45,-105,57,37,10554 feet
Avalanche chutes,39,27,49,-105,57,18,10833 feet

