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Introduction:
The cirque below the dramatic east
face of Longs Peak contains many
fine snow climbs. One of the
moderate routes that provides a good
challenge to alpine climbers is the
Flying Dutchman.
The climb is located above the
southwest corner of Chasm Lake and
is immediately left of Lambs Slide. In
fact, Lambs Slide and the Flying
Dutchman join near the top.

Getting to the Trailhead: Drive north from Lyons on Highway 7 from its
junction with Highway 36 for 25.1 miles or go south on Highway 7 for 9.2
miles from its intersection with Highway 36 in Estes Park. Turn west at the
sign for Longs Peak Campground and drive 1.1 miles to park at the Longs
Peak Ranger Station.

Statistics: 4200 feet of elevation gain in 9.7 miles round trip.
Difficulty: A long trail approach to a steep snow climb with a short technical
ice crux (WI2-3).
Gear: Crampons, two ice tools, and helmet. Most climbers will protect at least
the crux ice/mixed section, so a rope, a small alpine rack plus 2 short ice
screws would be a good idea.
USGS Quad: Longs Peak, CO.

Mostly snow, there is a short section
high on the Flying Dutchman that
will either provide mixed (rock and
ice) or as we found recently, solid water ice for 30 feet.
Approach:

From the parking area at the Longs Peak ranger station, follow the Longs Peak Trail to Chasm Lake and
Peacock Pool for 3.75 miles (staying left at the Granite Pass turnoff on the Mills Moraine), until the trail
peters out in a meadow by the Ranger hut. The snowfield just before the hut, above Peacock Pool can be
quite icy in the morning and requires a careful crossing. From the Ranger hut scramble west up ramps and
rock slabs to Chasm Lake. At this time of year the lake ice may be thin, so exercise caution. Either skirt
around the left edge of the lake or, if this isn’t possible, then scramble around the right side of the lake and
cut back over to the lake’s southwest corner.
Climb:
From the lake, start up the obvious gully on
moderate snow slopes. Watch for rockfall.
We saw a little when we climbed the route
on June 8.
Straightforward snow climbing takes you to
the crux, where the gully narrows down at
the rock step. If coated with a good layer of
ice this can be a straightforward climb,
protectable with short ice screws. Often
though, the ice is either not continuous or is
not well-bonded to the rock, so a little
mixed climbing might be necessary.
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Above the crux section continue to climb
snow up to the junction with Lambs Slide.
Take a break and check out the view to your
right for great views of the east face of
Longs.
Continue up on easier terrain and angle left
to exit the gully above the Loft. There are
more good views over to Meeker and the
Flying Buttress from here.
Descent
The best descent is to head right (southwest) over to the Loft and find the ramp which bypasses the rock/ice
step at the top of the Loft. The ramp is located on the south side of the Loft and the climbers trail to the top
of the ramp is marked with cairns. Carefully downclimb the ramp back into the Loft, where the slope is
now moderate. Either glissade or downclimb the snowfield and head back to the Ranger hut. Then retrace
your steps along the trail to the Mills Moraine and then down the Longs Peak trail to the parking area.
One thing to watch for later in the day is the ice falling off the rock slabs on Mount Lady Washington as
you cross the snowfield above Peacock Pool.

GPS Latitude / Longitude NAD83 (Deg., Min., Sec.)
TRAILHEAD: 40,16,18N / 105,33,26W, 9403 feet
SADDLE: 40,15,57N / 105,35,33W, 11533 feet
TOP OF LAMBS SLIDE: 40,15,12N / 105,36,28W, 13110 feet
START OF LOFT BYPASS RAMP:40,15,5N / 105,36,19W, 12992 feet

