Bison Peak – Lost Creek Wilderness
by Dave Cooper
As the Winter months approach, consider exploring the Lost Creek Wilderness area. Located close to
Denver, this area offers excellent hiking (and sometimes snowshoeing) all winter long. Lost Creek is
usually accessible year-round and offers good hiking trails with little danger from avalanches. South-facing
slopes are often largely snow-free, although on north-facing slopes you may encounter deep snow.
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alkaline batteries). Remember also that electronic equipment can malfunction, so don’t be totally
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With wonderful vistas and fantastic rock formations, photographic opportunities abound. I recommend this
area for experienced mountaineers and also for those new to winter in the mountains. With many
opportunities for long trail hikes to windswept summits this area provides a way to keep the pounds off
over those winter months while enjoying one of Colorado’s most scenic winter playgrounds.

Windswept summits and spectacular vistas characterize this area (note Pikes Peak in the background)

Hike Description
Getting to the Trailhead:
From the Denver area, head south on US285, over Kenosha Pass and down
From the trailhead, cross the footbridge and
into South Park to the small town of Jefferson. In Jefferson turn south-east
head up the Ute Creek Trail (No. 629).
onto SH77 and take this road for 20.8 miles to the Ute Creek Trailhead.
Initially paralleling Tarryall Creek, the trail
soon turns northeast into the Ute Creek
drainage and climbs at a steady grade for
four miles to the trail junction at a small
Hike Statistics:
saddle (Waypoint -TRAIL JUNCTION).
Trailhead to Bison Peak: Total elevation gain of 4000 feet in 11.4 miles
Turn right on the often snowy Brookside /
round trip.
McCurdy trail as it heads east then northeast
Difficulty: Strenuous on-trail hike, with easy off-trail section near summit
for 0.9 miles to a point on the south ridge of
USGS Quad: Farnum Peak, CO, McCurdy Mountain, CO
Bison Peak known as “Bison Arm” at an
elevation of 11,897 feet. As you leave treeline on the switchbacks below Bison Arm you will likely
encounter stiff winds – a good place to add a layer or two of warm clothing.
Leave the trail on Bison Arm and head northeast on tundra, staying to the right of the first rock outcrop.
Drop down slightly towards a readily identifiable landmark known informally as the “Bison Pinnacle”. This
rock pinnacle offers technical rock routes for those so inclined.

Bison Pinnacle in foreground, Bison Peak beyond

From the pinnacle continue on towards the obvious summit of Bison Peak to your north along the Arm.
Take easy grassy slopes in the general direction of the summit.

Head up grassy slopes towards the summit rocks, aiming for the right side of the formation

As you approach the summit block aim for grassy slopes to the right of the rocky summit and spiral around
from the east side to the north side and finally reaching the very top on the west side, at 12,431 feet. Note
the remains of a triangulation tower on the summit.

Signing the summit register. Note the remains of the triangulation point

Enjoy the views of this amazing area before heading back the way you came.

GPS Latitude / Longitude NAD83 (Deg., Min., Sec.)
TRAILHEAD: 39,11,54N / 105,33,14W, 8776 feet
TRAIL JUNCTION: 39,13,37N / 105,30,54W, 11253 feet
BISON ARM: 39,13,47N / 105,30W, 15,11897 feet
PINNACLE: 39,13,53N / 105,30,05W, 11875 feet
BISON PEAK: 39,14,18N / 105,29,53W,12552 feet
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